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FoRmative. adj. [from formo, Latin.] Having the power 
of giving form ; plaftick. 

As we have eftablifhed our aflertion of the feminal pro- 
du<ftion of all kinds of animals; fo likewife we affirm, that 
the meaneft plant cannot be railed without feed, by any for¬ 
mative power refiding in the foil. Bentley s Sermons. 

Fo'rmer. n.f. [from firm.] He that forms; maker; con¬ 
triver; planner. 

The wonderful art and providence of the contriver and 
former of our bodies, appears in the multitude of intentions 
he muft have in the formation of feveral parts for feveral 
ufes. Ray on the Creation. 

Fg'rmer. adj. [from popma, Saxon, firft; whonoo former, and 
formofi now commonly written foremofi , as if derived from 
before. Formoji is generally applied to place, rank, or degree, 
and former only to time; for when we fay, the laft rank of 
the proceffion is like the former, we refpect time rather than 
place, and mean that which we faw bfore , rather than that 
which had precedence in place ] 

1. Before another in time. 

Thy air. 

Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the firft : 

—A third is like th o former. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

2. Mentioned before another. 

A bad author deferves better ufage than a bad critick: a 
man may be the former merely through the misfortune of an 
ill judgment; but he cannot be the latter without both that 
and an ill temper. Pope* 

3. Paft: as, this was the cujiom in former times. 

Formerly, adv. [from former.'] In times paft. 

The places mentioned were all of them formerly the cool 
retirements of the Romans, where they ufed to hide them- 
felves among the woods and mountains, during the exceffive 
heats of their Summer. Addifan on Italy. 

As an animal degenerates by difeafes, the animal falts^r- 
merly benign, approach towards an alkaline nature. Arbuthnot. 
FORMIDABLE, adj. [ formidabiis , Latin ; formidable , Fr.J 
Terrible; dreadful; tremendous; terrifick/; to be feared. 

I fwell my preface into a volume, and make it formidable, 
when you fee fo many pages behind. Dryden' sAlu. Dedicat . 
They feem’d to fear the forjnidable fight. 

And roll’d their billows on, to fpeed his flight. Dryden. 
Formidable ness, n.f [from formidable .] 

1. The quality of exciting terror or dread. 

2. The thing caufing dread. 

They rather chufe to be fhewed the frmidablcnefs of their 
danger, than, by a blind embracing it, to perifh in it. 

Decay of Piety . 

Formidably, adv. [from formidable ] In a terrible manner. 
Behold ! e’en to remoter fhores, 

A conquering navy proudly fpread ; 

The Britifh cannon formidably roars. Dryden. 

FoRmless. adj. [from form.'] Shapelefs; without regularity 
of form. 

All form is formlfs , order orderlefs. 

Save what is oppofite to England’s love. Shakefp. K. John. 
FoRmulary. n.f. [forrnulaire, French, from for muled] A 
book containing ftated and preferibed models or fet forms. 
FORMULE. n.f. [ for mule, Ftonoh', formula, Latin.] A fet 
or preferibed model. 

To FORNICATE, v. a. [from fornix, Latin.] To commit 
lewdnefs. 

It is a new way to fornicate at a diftance. Brown s Vul. Err . 
Fornica'tion. n.f [fornication, French; fornicatio , Latin.] 

1. Concubinage or commerce with an unmarried woman. 

Blefs me! what a fry of fornication is at the door. Shakef 
The law ought to be ftri£t againft fornications and adulte¬ 
ries ; for, if there were univerfal liberty, the increafeof man¬ 
kind would be but like that of foxes at beft. Graunt. 

2. In Scripture, fometimes idolatry. 

Thou didft truft in thine own beauty, and playedft the 
harlot, becaufe of thy renown, and pouredft out thy fornica¬ 
tions , on every one that pafled by. Ezck. xvi. r 5. 

Fornica'tor. n f. [fornicateur, French, from fornix , Latin.] 
One that has commerce with unmarried women. 

A fornicator or adulterer fteals the foul as well asdilhonours 
the body of his neighbour. Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

FoRNIca'tressu n. f. [from formcator.] A woman who with¬ 
out marriage cohabits with a man. 

See you the fornicatrefs be remov’d ; 

Let her have needful but not flavilh means. 'Shakefpeare. 
ToFORSARE. V. a. preter. forfook ; part. ^aff.forfok, or fior- 
faken. [ verfaeken , Dutch.] 

1. To leave in refentment, hegledf, or diflike. 

’ I was now the time when Arft Saul God fiofook, 

God Saul; the room in’s heart wild paffions took. Cowley . 

Oreftes comes in time 
To fave your honour : Pyrrhus cools apace; 

Prevent his falfhood, and forfake him firft : 

I know you hate him. A. Phillips's Difreft Mother. 

Daughter of Jove ! whofe arms in thunder wield 
Th’ avenging bolt, and Iliake the dreadful fhield. 


FOR 

Forfook by thee, in vain I fought thy aid. P op g s q, 

2. To leave ; to go away from ; to depart from. 

Unwilling I forfook your friendly ftate, 

Commanded by the gods, and forc’d by fate. Drvdatt x 
Todefert; to fail. r W*s£ n> 

Truth, modefty, and Ihame the world forfook; 

Fraud, avarice, and force their places took. Dr yd 0 ‘0 

When ev’n the flying fails werefeen no more, ' 

For faken of all fight Ihe left the fhore. * n . 

1 heir purple majefty, r ^ den ' 

And all thofe outward Ihows which we call greatnefs 
Languilh and droop, feem empty and forjaken , 

And draw the wond’ring gazers eyes no more. d 
F °RS a'ke R. n.f. [from forfake.] Defercer; one that forfaU - 
I hou did ft deliver us into the hands of iawlefs erww ' 
mod hateful for fakers of God. 

Forsooth .‘adv. [popjxriSe, Saxon.] ^ a% 

J. In truth; certainly ; very well. It is ufed almoft always in 
an ironical or contemptuous fenfe. * 

Wherefore doth Lvfander 
Deny your love, fo rich within his foul. 

And tender me, forfooth, affedion ? Shakefpeare 

A fit man, forfooth , to govern a realm, who had fo ?oodlv 
government in his own eftate. Hayward 

Unlearned perfons ufe fuch letters as juftly exprefs the 
power or found of their fpeech ; j et forfooth , we fay, write 
not true Englifh, or true French. Holder's Elem. of Speed 
In the Eaft-Indies a widow, who has any regard to her 
character, throws herfelf into the flames of her hufband’s 
funeral pile, to fhew, forfooth , that fhe is faithful to the me¬ 
mory of her deceafed lord. Addifon's Freeholder . 

She would cry out murder, and difturb the whole neigh¬ 
bourhood ; and when John came running down the flairs to 
enquire what the matter was, nothing, forfooth, only her maid 
had ftuck a pin wrong in her gown. Arbuthn. Hifl. ofj. Bull , 
Some queflion the genuinenefs of his books, becaufe, for- 
firth j they cannot difeover in them that fiumen orationis that 
Cicero fpeaks of. Baker's Reflections on Learning 

2. It is fuppofed to have been once a word of honour in addrefs 
to women. It is probablethat an inferior, being called, fhewed 
his attention by anfwering in the word 'yes, forfooth , which 
in time loft its true meaning ; and inftead of a mere exclama¬ 
tory interjection, was fuppofed a compellation. It appears in 
Shakefpeare to have been ufed likewife to men. 

Our old Englifh word forfooth has been changed for the 

_ F ""£ e madam - Guardian. 

To FOixSWE'AR. v. a. pret. forfwore ; yurt, forfworn. jrojv- 
ypaepian, Saxon.] 

1. To renounce upon oath. 

I firmly vow 

Never to wooe her more; but do forfwear her. 

As one unworthy all the former favours, 

That I have fondly flatter’d her withal. Shakefpeare. 

2. To deny upon oath. 

And that felf chain about his neck, 

Which he forfwore moft monftroufly to have. Shakefpeare. 

Obferve the wretch who hath his faith forfook, 

How clear his voice, and how' allur’d his look ! 

Like innocence, and as ferenely bold 

As truth, how loudly he forjwears thy gold ! Dr.yd. Juven. 

3. With the reciprocal pronoun : as, to forfwear himfelf ; tube 
perjured ; to fwear falfely. 

To leave my Julia, fhall I be forfwcrn ? 

To love fair Silvia, fhall I be jorfuorn? 

To wrong my friend, fhall 1 be much forfworn ? 

And ev’n that power which gave me firft my oath. 
Provokes me to this threefold perjury. Shakefpeare. 

One fays, he never fhould endure the fight 
Of that forfworn, that wrongs both land and laws. Daniil 
I too have fworn, ev’n at the altar fworn, 

Eternal love and endlefs faith to Thefeus ; 

And yet am falfe, forfworn : the hallow’d fhrine, 

That heard me fwear, is witnefs to my falfhood. Smith. 
To Forswe'ar. v. n. To fwear falfely ; to commit perjury. 
Take heed ; for he holds vengeance in his hand, 

To hurl upon their heads that break his law. 

— And that fame vengeance doth hurl on thee. 

For falfe forfwearing, '.d for murder too. Shakef Rich. Ill* 

ForsweaRer. n f [from forfwear.'] One who is perjured. 

F OR I • n. f. [fort, :M( uch.] A fortified houfe ; a caftle. 
They ere&ed a forty which they called the fort del or ; and 
from thence they bolted like beafts of the foreft. Bacon. 

Now to the-; fort they are about to fend 
For the loud engines which their ifle defend. Waller. 

He that views a fort to take it. 

Plants his artillery ’gainft the weakeftpart. Denham's Sophy* 
My fury does, like jealous/or/*, purfue 
With death, ev’n ftrangers who but come to view. Dryden. 
FoRted. adj. [fro mfort.] Furnifhed or guarded by forts. 
Not ufed now. 

Your 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


FOR 

Your defert fpeaks loud, and I fhould wrong 
To lock it in the wards of covert bofom. 

When it deferves with chara&ers of brafs 
A forted refidence, ’gainft the tooth of time 
And rafure of oblivion. Shakef Meafure for Meafure . 

FORTH, adv. [pop^, Saxon ; whence further and furthefl.] 

1. Forward ; onward in time. 

From that da yforth I lov’d that face divine; 

From that day forth I caft in careful mind 
To feek her out. Fairy fifuecn, b.l. cant. 9. 

2. Forward in place or order. 

Look at the fecond admonition, and fo forth , where, they 
fpeak in moft unchriflian manner. Whitgifte. 

Mad Pandarus fteps forth, with vengeance vow’d 
For Bitias’ death. Dry den*s Ain. 

3. Abroad ; out of doors. 

Uncle, I muft come forth. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

I have no mind of feafti ngforth to-night. Shakefpeare . 
Attend you here the door of our ftern daughter ? 

Will lhe not forth? Shakefpeare . 

When Winter paft, and Summer fcarce begun, 

Invites them forth to labour in the fun. Dryden's Virg. Ain . 

4. Out away; beyond the boundary of anyplace. 

They will privily relieve their friends that are forth', they 

will fend the enemy fecret advertifements; and they will not 
aifo ftick to draw the enemy privily upon them. Spenfer . 

Even that funfhine brew’d a fhow’r for him. 

That wafh’d his father’s fortunes forth of France. Sbakefp. 

5. Out into publick ftate ; publick view. 

Y ou may fet fa th the fame with farmhoufes. Peacham . 

But when your troubled country call’d you forthy 
Your flaming courage, and your matchlefs worth, 
t o fierce contention gave a profp’rous end. Wader. 

6 . Throughly; from beginning to end. 

You, coufin, 

Whom it concerns to hear this matter forth. 

Do with your injuries as feems you beft. Shakefp. 

7. To a certain degree. 

Hence we learn, how far forth we may expeCt juftification 
and falvation from the fuffermgs of Chrift; no further than 
we are wrought on by his renewing grace. Hammond, 

o. On to the end. 

I repeated the Ave Maria : the inquifitor bad me fav forth ; 

I faid I was taught no more. Memoir in S.rype. 

f ORTH. prop. Out of. 

And here’s a prophet, that I brought with me 
From forth the ftreets of Pomfret. Shakefpeare. 

Some forth their cabbins peep. 

And trembling afk what news, and do hear fo 
As jealous hufoands, what they would not know. Dome. 
Forthcoming, adj. [forth and coming.] .Ready to appear:’ 
not abfeonding; not loft. r ’ 

Carry this mad knave to jail: I charge you fee that he be 
forthcoming. Shakefpeare's Taming of the Shrew. 

We II fee your trinkets here forthcoming all. Shak. H. VI 

*SSXSZ. £JC"‘ - « c™ 2 „„ , „i. E 

Forthijfuing thus, ffie gave him firft to wield 
A weighty axe, with trueft temper fteel’d, 

And double edg’d. nj m ? 

F r^:- J Strait^orward^with- 

He ever going fo juft with the horfe, either forthright nr 

IZll horfehS" hC b ° rr0Wed thC h ° rfe ’ S E d "’ he 

wi^ng ri rif n the7 nnin ft / '’^’ bUt alm ° ft “manually 

J T - L 0Wer ftreams vvould return to their fprin/ 

or that the river had a delight to play with itfelf. Sidnel b if 
Arrived there they paffed in forthright ; 

For fttll to all the gate flood open wide. Fairy ^ueett, b. i. 
rp. Here s a maze trod, indeed, 

I though forthright! a nd meanders. Shakefpeare's Temf efi 

APH f C hrtght he rode to the prey, t J 

That fhaded by the fern in harbour lay, 

ITT With fel S ned 

A gUef t 5 who > after troublous fights 

The ratding^drums'' ^ ^ br ° Ugh ^ 

Cf fov . .TFe winged heralds, by commaTd^ ^ ^ 

Ati an d«emonium. MU***.' v >-r t „ 

Milton s Paradfe Lfl, b. i. 


FOR 

In his paflage thither one put into his hand a note of the 
whole confpiracy, defiring him to read it fortfowith, and to 
remember the giver of it as long as he lived. South's Serjnons. 
FoRtieth. adj. [from frty .] The fourth tenth; next after 
the thirty-ninth. 

What doth it avail 

To be the fortieth man in an entail ? Donne. 

Burnet fays, Scotland is not above a fortieth part in value 
to the reft of Britain ; and, with refpedt to the profit that Eng¬ 
land gains from hence, not the forty thoufandth part. Swift. 
FoRtifiable. adj. [fromfortify.] What may be fortified. 
Fortification, n.f [ fortification , French, from fortify.] 

1. The fcience of military architecture. 

Fortification is an art fhewing how to fortify a place with 
ramparts, parapets, moats, and other bulwarks ; to the end 
that a fmall number of men within may be able to defend 
themfelves, for a confiderable time, againft the aflaults of a 
numerous army without; fo that the enemy, in attacking 
them, muft of neceffity fufFer great lofs. It is either regular 
or irregular; and, with refpect to time, may be diftinguilhed 
A Ul J ~ Harris. 


into durable and temporary. 


w uujaujc riiiu temporary. 

The Phoeacians, tho’ an unwarlike nation, yet underftood 
the art of fortification. Notes on the Oclyjfey. 

2 . A place built for ftrength. 

Excellent devices were ufed to make even their fports pro¬ 
fitable; images, battles, and fortifications being then delivered 
to their memory, which, after ftronger judgments, might 
difpenfe fome advantage. Sidney h ii 

FoRtifier. n.f. [from fortify ] * 

1. One who ereCts works for defence. 

T ho fortifier of Pendennis made his advantage of the com¬ 
modity afforded by the ground. Carew's Survey of Cornwal. 

2. One who fupports or fecures; one who upholds. 

He was led forth by many armed men, who often had been 

wickednefs, to the place of execution. Sidney. 
To FORTIFY, v. a. [fortifer , French.] 

1. To ftrengthen againft attacks by walls or works. 

Great Dunfinane he ftrongly fortifies. Shakef. Macbeth. 
Ho fortified the city againft befieging. Ecclufi 1. 4. 

2* To confirm ; to encourage. 

If greatly fortipd her defires, to fee that her mother had the 
like uef,res. Sidney, b. ii. 

3. 1 o fix; to eftablifh in refolution. 

But in-born worth that fortune can controul, 

New-ftrung and ftiffer bent her fofter foul: 

The heroine afFum’d the woman’s place. 

Confirm’d her mind, and fortify'd her face. Dryden 

A young man, before he leaves the (belter of his father’s 

houfe, fhould ho fortified with refolution to fecure his vir- 
tues. * j 

Fortila'ge. v.f. [ixom fort] A little fort; a blcckhoufe 

“raights and narrow paflkges there fhould be fome 
little fori,/age, or wooden caftle fet, which fhould keep and 
command the ftraip;ht o. r j . . 

VCY 1 ?T'TKr r ? , ^ . Spenfer ok Ireland. 

FORTIN, n f. [French.] A little fort raifed to defend a 
camp, particularly in a fiege. Hanmer 

Thou haft talk’d 

Of palifadoes, for tins, parapets. Shakef Henry IV. t> \ 
Fo rtitude. n.f. [fortitude, Latin.] J 

^Courage; bravery; magnanimity; greatnefs of mind; power 
of aChng or fuffering well. F 

. . king-becoming graces. 

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 

I have no relilhof them. Shakefpeare'. r Macb.th. 

_ i he better fortitude 

Of patience, and heroick martyrdom 

/-g; . Milton's Paradife Loft, b ix 

Fortitude is the guard and fupportof the other virtues • and 
without courage, a man will fcarce keep fteadyohis dutv 
and fill up the charafler of a truly worthy man. 7 file 
2. Strength; force. Not in ufe. *’ 

Te r ■ ■ He wr °ngs his fame, 

JJefpairing of his own arm’s^ fortitude, 

t he, p ° f hen! &hah f h. vi. 

roRTLET. n.f. [from fort.] A little fort. 
boRTNiGHT. n.f [contraaed Ixomfourteen nights, peornetvno 
nijht, Saxon. It was the cuftom of the znciA PA 
nations to count time by nights : thus we fav this j ? ern 

zfiafifrfifz fiz ::z um ut 

that fhould 

frefh and quick. ’ XC6llcnt ^ ean ® of making drink 

About a fortnight before T had ^fatural Hifiory . 

Breaking 
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